30                          SELECTED ARTICLES
and should be vested in a public agency able to administer this power as a public trust in the interests of all the people.
Policy of Railroad Operation
Since the government has not worked out a constructive railroad policy we urge for and on behalf of the railway workers and of the general public that the railroads be retained under government administration for at least two years after January I, 1920, in order that a thorough test may be made of governmental operations under normal conditions. The common carriers of this country are the arteries of travel, commerce and in-dustry. Transportation service and rates are intimately bound up with industrial production in all parts of the country. It is essential that a thorough test be given to all phases of railroad control and operated before a definite peace-time policy be finally concluded.
Never has the world been confronted with a more serious situation. Millions are in want, facing starvation. The children of war-stricken Europe, half fed, underdeveloped, appeal for help. Only with infinite pain, unnecessary loss of life and slowness of result can Europe rebuild her industries, restore her agriculture and re-establish her commerce without the help of America.
The treaty setting forth the terms of peace has not been ratified by the United States. Boundaries are not fixed. Peoples are uncertain as to their allegiance. Under such conditions exchange and credit have lost voltage and in turn have paralyzed industry.
As members of an organized labor movement that has for years maintained fraternal relations with the working people of Europe, we feel that our nation cannot with honor and humanity maintain a policy of isolation and disinterestedness for the distress and suffering of the peoples of Europe. Even If the necessity of the peoples of Europe did not have a compelling appeal, the inter-related economic interests of the world would prevent our limiting our attention solely to this hemisphere.
Ratification of Peace Treaty
The peace treaty includes provisions in an international agreement to prevent war among nations, with all its cruelties and sacrifices of human life; with its burden of indebtedness